the Chosen Women were worshipped and
mammified after death. Today Machu
Piccha remains a mystical destination for a B
couple or a group of gerlbvends seeking moge
froen a vacation than a beach chair in the sun.
Mhe Limt City of Incas wasn't dscovernsd by
enplovers until 1911, High in the Andes, i is pos-
elbde f et to the muins by mil and road, buk marny
chigose o go the hard way: by hiking on one of
the many trails over breathtaking passes. The
mest popular route is the exhilarating Camine
Imca (Inca Teail). The best tizre af year to g0 & dus-
ing the dry s=azon from BMay to December,
theoegh hine and Aupust are the bosess tourist
months, If you go in the off season, you'll get to
explore the nuins without a cowd, bat you
will gt et
These are a number of companies with tours o
Peri desipried For queer travelers Mdariah

Wildemess Expeditions (800-369-1073 offers
twi-week tours specifically for women for anider
a8

Fi'.'r.' umdred years ago, it was a retreat where

Machu Picchu for Muchachas

Take a gay excursion to this mystical city, or do it yourself.

BY ANDE WANDERER

Market in Lima, catch your breath in Machu Picchu

33,000 Foutprints Travel (416-3%62-8111) offers
teec-week whirlwind touss for men and woman
that ki oft in La Paz, Lake lithoaca, the Amagon
river, and Machu Plochu, Anether tour company,
Spirik Journeys (H25-250-20800, has a metaphys
ical slant, but skips the Inca Tradl trek and just
takes trawelers directly to the nains, For a custam
designed expedition, the besbian-friendy Momad
Travel Flanmers (83-345-0513) can AMTANED
towrs for A group of edght to 20 people

Thise |_|,_|-.¢I|n!'_:_ an A shoestring huadpet might
weank to dio am independent ek Ty do B yoursell, get
prepared in the fsdnating Inca capital of Cusco
It's alse a pred idea o alay here s oouple of days to
gt used o the albhade of nearky 11,000 feet. Once
you're ready, jusng on the bischu Piocha ot Ixain
that sakes ablong the Urnuenbe dver. Afber @ fiew
hiars, jump off at Kilometer 88 (rierdly koals will
show w whese) Aber registering and paying a
nmarimal e For the ek, yra'me mmeoprmir weny

Being a water |'-.|-."||'r or, if voul can boderate the
taste, waber purifping tablets

[T beginming part of the trald 15 reminiscent of
a I'.'.-r}' tale; fields, Aowers, and birds. 1ts not until
¥ start going over the mountains that your
workout begins. The second and thind days take
wou oo high moumtain passes. If it's harder than
bl thought, it shll |:a|'-:-;il:-|.' to hire a local &
aperhune on the way, Though the fhendly locals
whe lee along the tils speak Cuechua as their
first lanpuage most can speak a Gitle Spanish, sa
it helps to have someores in your party wheo dess,
to. The trek can fake armpwhere foom thres b six
davs; Yo 1l Encw you're close to your goal when
you reach the sun gate, Intipunka. After explor
ing the laknyminth of the ancent miins. a preat
revwand awaits W in the nearby apea calimies,
niakural hot springs lacated in the nearhy village
by the same name

If il Sk aff e the r.;i';'..'ul of Lima vou can
check ol the local (USET SCRNE N thie adwventune
Alled n wirbinew] o Mira Flores st chihs like
Tvist, Voplia, Gitano 2050, or the nuuu.'l'u-l.'ll'.l!.'
chab, Private. gy

GIRLFRIEMDS

% COURTESY OF CHER RIMG, HORAD TRSSTL

-'r-

Ft



