Lsracl. We were walling aloag a desceiod beach beautiful, old, faded Latiaos 1 had ever socn.

when they suddenly sppearcd—ghesthke through - Oine of the women anderstosd a hitle Hind
ihe thick monsoon fog. They had thick black hair  and another some English, 50 we managed to
omalely bradded and wrapped around their heads  ° comeunicaie o litibe, although their furst Las guage
like crownd, and silver piercings theough ther = was an obacune dislect nod even recognined by the
scptums and nostnl Soems of them had boss fovernment, Whon we tokd them we wire [rom

all gectors of the populstion. The reipieats doa’t mind having been
hard-wocking peasants bebieve the . wbteodd involwntarily 1n infasey.
symbol helps to koep away cvil The deveiat majonty beliewe that
sparils and reminds their childeen  © the religiouwly significant tttoos
theoagheut life to praise the pods.  « have poaer Lo albol them a better

streiched theough their cars. Although we were )
struck by their boauty and enchanted with iheiz
body decoratzons, we coalda’t have felt moce
dilferent from these women, wiho Live in a rustic
world rabod by family asd peligion. They carmied
busdlcs of goods on their beads and dada’
Besitabe 1o
Safi, a tantoolst based in sarround U
Dempasar, Ball, trained e 5 evolone
wiith Austrian inker b0 pli.‘:.'rl.
Bernie Lauther,
" garms of
“diress-up the
foreigners and
g wihal
they* 11 buy™.

Although

Lhes WA

wiere hoping e
make a big sl

o s, when
they began to
whip jewelny
ol us,
agpresiave bal
freendly, as

el y auely had

dooe a malloa
timnes beloge
wth other
Eravelers, we
disgovered
with deligha
that they had a
bk ol taitoos
The enscunie
then sieened
waay (o the

Jewelry fashion

shaorw nd Enfis
o deeper el
I savw that one
wiman—ithe

grandmodber of

the otharwise
youathiisl
brus bv—had
Laltoda
covenag her arms ard wreathed arcund bher
ahoinldor 16 a speder webslike dedign of faded
black. When she notood my cothuiiaim she
ummadly, But wath a glummer of pnde, hiked up her
sar 10 reveal hed feet and calves, whoch were also
covired wilh randors asomasd symbols, | ketked
l'l'l:rp:'ll' T Bl havieg my camera bocans ber
upper body wak covered in wome of the most

L TN "TELE FPLESE]D

COMITSON EYPSy

- - - = T - = = =

-

the United States, they dada't beleve as, bocauie
st s @ Comumdn MisCOBOOPLIOn 10 [odaa (a a
result of “Dynasty™ re-rund o0 T ) that all peopls
im the LIS have biosd har, blue cyed and gold
FIBES N avery linger, They explasned boous that
|h¢:, 'd all received the majonity of theeer talloos
when they were children, The oldedt wioman

. imsdicaied that vhe had aprdsed soeme of the younger

women's Bieds hersell, many yoars ago, They

. asked us if cur mothers had apphed our taitoos

anad il we'd received them as chikdren. When they
were leaving, they soddenly realined depectedly
that ibey"d made so mosey ofT of us a3 inbended,
bt they rubbed asd kissed our tatioos, excliming
that they were lacky and beautifigl. 'We kefi fecling
flastered and exclaiming bo ourselves thal we
wished cur tatteos were met with such enthisism
ewenywhere

A | traveled srousd the continest mode, |
beamed it wasn't usurual 10 get samoanded by
people lining up bo marvel i and towch my tuiioos
for pocad luck, MNever onie waa | smked wity | had
them, a5 | so oftes hod i the States. In o Lend with
an entizely dilferent culture, whese you contanily

§ fiad youssell hatting a busck wall of (o off

atereclypes, laleos are & key o mocling al &
common reality, | would sutomatically feel close
to the people there wilh whom | shared 3 love of
tatbocn, and olten they would invile me inbo thair
homes for tea and a rousd of tatboo thow and el
It was infin m:1:r THHE f:uj.rdmﬁ Eor wm e RaBo0n in
MAsia

Through these exchunges wnd my own
|m¢~.|.igj|-m-’. of the Lafiond ng radstboms in Imdin
and Mepal [ began 1o plece together the incredibly
|.1.1'E¢ history of its usage, | learmed that women
{like the ones in Goa) were prodominasily in
charge of developing and maintxinisg the art
Althcugh ibe region is extremsely |j.l'$i,' and ithe
homez fo many different cultural groops (like the
Chenchuer), thas 13 e peneralization | fousd to b
universally troe among all of ihem. Sipoe women
are the ones iypically in the cultural role of being
concermed with Beautifscation and sperifual masiers
{whsch iakicoing is conudened an :nwg:.;l.l part o)
they are the portsen of the popalsteos whose job it
& b0 wear the modils and o akiod habied while
they are shill weeks old

The comumudaly-pe:tued Indian symbol
representing “OM," made up of Sassini
charscien i the most commoaly soen koo 0a
the Hindu subcontinent. Il & mother performs the
decreasingly common practics of Wblooing ber
child during iis infancy, this is one symbol she'll
surely apply. It can often be spoltted between the
thumsh and forefinger on the hands of people from

Dhee=Iher sliows rJ_.f:ll" Her !!irl‘_‘r
mwiaeefrine-domne foffoos, 5 '\J'J_"J"Iw\i‘.'.l' fi#

e Krishna, altfrongl the inclusion of

win s suggests lenisfian symbolivim
wars ferfleeesrtiel i ihis partrayal,

The wperstitions hope isthat thas  plaoe in the mext hife—only if worn

prayiag wall bring luck 1o theer
impoveriahed life (of at least the ¥

ERCILL O ).

Thus 5 508 the Oaly Lo

wilh ¢complete [ath miade and oul.
Thet Lattodes gercrally fade

o 1800 theer sloin quute guetkly under

ke et Lropical sum, and Tof s

soen there, though, Many symbols, " featen, they always sppear

including the lotud Mower and

INEIZALAS MOprCicnling
certan Hindu pods,
aie all popalas tabioo
sulpects. Hindu
HAplancs afe Labocsad
alsn, and people wha
never learmed how B
read may find
themielves livang
therr late, 16 ladang
chubdboad, wath sich
& wriplure
permancally elched
oa thér anm.,

Fural molhers,
im addition (o
taoding b s
symibals on their
chuldeen, will
woamelimes EaiBoo Ehear
childeen s names amd
birth dates on them, in
opder 1o better koep
wrack of these facts, in
a life passed withow
the commadites of
paper and calondars
Sisce Hindus belscve
in 4 life eyele of many
meincamalisny—and
bedaude LMLoY are
ol Sonindsned
labo—rthas 15 redl
leokied at as a bag deal
] 1l REVET
guetisond. IS Just a
pant of thas life,
atually pusl a fleeting
mdamend, withan Lhe
coatimual mullicns of

o) oihers, pasl and fomboomang.

For comparLon with our way
of thinking though, imagine how
many questions you would (ace in
maniincam Amenca il you had
your named and Birth date Esbocsd

Rural
mothers...
will
sometimes
tattoo their
children’s
names and
birth dates
on them, to
better keep

track of these

facts in a life
passed

without paper

and
calendars.

b SR —cvien o0 ¢Puldrep—as 1

ey oould actually
B b2l aver Trom
another Life. The
poopde fend Bl
i, bl are
delighed, when you
Cowmament oo them,
-

A woaman [
knew im Mopal, a
gardener and the
miciher of several
children, had a few
randomly placed
tatioos on her hasds
ansd feet, as wormen
iy thad country oflen
&, Amoag all the
oibers, abe had one
muss lime-dione Lafioo
o Beer fodearm of
Krighea, the
mnfamsai hower of
Hirdy m:,-l:h,ﬂ-,}g:,.
Sher d3cn"i receive it
a an offbcial sthop,
best ruiber ai 5 small-
time cingus bazaar
that passed through
her Katmandia
reci phbsorhood. The
first e she showed
il b e sha insisned
oa & guack spil shame
bellore dizplaying it
She wim proiad of this
petoe, and she was
probably the first
wiomman 18 ker village
10 bave @ maschi ne-

o e iad, [n weas orede by our
standands, bal over the tme [ knew

* her | saw that, foc ber, il was a

« symbol represcnting her faith in a

: betier life the next ime around, in
ihe pexl incamnation. She explained

in faded serawl o wourr forcarm, [n + o me that she was fonced 10 221l in
ihse countrysice of India and Mepal | desperation, ber godd jewelry,
which was pam of ber dowry from

this is perfectly pormal,
Swiprisingly enough, mosl of the

* when she wat marned, in ooder for

cllsiadd dil g S

IM TUFILE FLESH 225




